
Saint-Cirq Lapopie / Pech Merle,
Great Tourist Sites in Midi-Pyrénées

From the Middle Ages to the 20th C., the Lot was the cheapest route for transporting goods 
until it had to give way to the much faster railway. « Gabarres » carried iron ore or coal from 
the neighbouring Aveyron and local produce such as cereals, tobacco and Cahors Wine 
down to Bordeaux.

From Bordeaux, boats came back up to this area carrying salt, manufactured products 
and stockfish (dried, salted cod). In order to make it upstream against the current of 
the Lot, the gabarres (flat-bottomed boats) were hauled in convoy by teams of men or 
draught animals. Where the Ganil lock stands, the cliffs drop sheer into the river. This 
feature forced the men to hollow out the base of the cliffs to enable the animals to 
continue upstream.

This piece of engineering extends for almost a kilometre between Bouziès and Saint-
Cirq Lapopie. In 1985, Daniel Monnier, a sculptor from Toulouse, undertook the carving 
of a bas-relief on the hollowed-
out cliff wall. Along its 30 metres, 
you can admire his representation 
of the river and its environment : 
its fauna, flora, rocks, fossils and 
turbulence.

Saint-Cirq Lapopie is a classified medieval village, which boasts 13 historics monuments. It 
is one of the “Most beautiful villages of France”, and in 2012 the French voted it the most 
popular village in the country.

Many notable people have preceded you. Joseph Rignault, Henri Martin, Pierre Daura, 
André Breton, and Man Ray were seduced by this quiet yet charming village.

Walk in the footsteps of our ancestors from the neolithic past, the seigneurs of Lapopie 
fort, the wood turners of the 19th century, and the artists of the 20th century.

Testifying to the artistic spirit of our ancestors 29 000 years ago, it is informative, 
enriching and educational, but above all, moving. In Pech Merle, you can see one of the 
finest artistic expressions of Prehistory, amongst the oldest in Europe and exceptionally 
well conserved ! Pech Merle is also a showcase for Nature’s own artistic inspiration : 
fashioned by the effects of water and of Time, the cave has created its ver y own artwork.

Saint-Cirq Lapopie / Pech Merle tourist information point 
Place du Sombral 46330 Saint-Cirq Lapopie 

Tél. +33 05 65 31 31 31  •  info@saint-cirqlapopie.com 

www.saint-cirqlapopie.com

The Bouziès 
towpath

One thing’s certain, before this bas-relief crumbles 
at our feet, I have definite reasons for thinking that 

the great-grandchildren of those born today will 
have joined me, stretched out face upwards.

Daniel Monnier

Informations:
www.pechmerle.com - Tél. +33 05 65 31 27 05
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Some history...

The village of Saint-Cirq Lapopie clings to a cliff which overhangs the valley of the River Lot by 
100 metres. It is one of the most important historical sites of the Lot valley. In the Middle Ages, 
Saint-Cirq Lapopie was the administrative centre of one of the four viscomtés* of Quercy. The 
administration was shared between three feudal dynasties: the Lapopies, the Gourdons and 
the Cardaillacs. As a result, several castles and strongholds made up the fortress of Lapopie and 
dominated the village.

* France used to be divided into sections of land called vicomtés, comtés and duchés ruled by landlords who 
took their titles accordingly.

Along the village streets below the fort and closed off by fortified doorways, there are many 
old houses which have been preserved with their half-timbered façades which date back to 
the 13th to 16th centuries. They are narrow-fronted and their special feature is their flat-tiled, 
steeply sloping roofs. The gabled houses on the street are separated by narrow channels used 
for rainwater and waste water from latrines and sinks. Arcades of shops once opened out 
into the streets. This reminds us of the commerce practised by the various craftsmen who 
created the wealth of Saint -Cirq Lapopie: leather workers in Pélissaria Street, coppersmiths in 
Peyrolerie Street, and especially wood turners or “roubinetaires” whose workshops produced 
wooden knobs, bowls, goblets and taps for wine barrels.

Along the river, at the foot of the Lapopie rock, the mills, barrages, ports, locks and the 
towpath are evidence of the glorious period of 
shipping activity which flourished at that time. 
In the 20th century, Saint-Cirq Lapopie became 
a favoured haven for painters and writers. The 
post-impressionist painter Henri Martin (1860-
1943), the photographer Man Ray (1890-1976), 
and many others stayed here at the invitation of 
the famous gallery owner and enlightened art 
lover, Joseph Rignault. In 1922 he undertook the 
renovation of a medieval house, the Château de 
la Gardette, which is now the Musée Rignault. 
André Breton (1896-1966) was also attracted to 
the village. His house, l’Auberge des Mariniers,  
is the oldest in the village. In the 1950s this 
became the home of the Surrealist movement. 
André Breton spent the last fifteen years of his 
life in Saint-Cirq Lapopie.

Situated in the heart of the Parc National des 
Causses du Quercy, Saint-Cirq Lapopie belongs to 
the prestigious Association, les Grands Sites Midi-
Pyrénées.

Wood Turning

Wood turning became an important 
industry in the village before the 15th 
century, after the second phase of the 
Hundred Years War. 
With the development of commercial 
wine growing in the 19th century, this 
craft flourished.
Wood turners or “roubinetaires” have 
been making sets of taps for casks 
up until the beginning of the 20th 
century. There were once as many as 
40 such craftsmen in the village.
Wood from the Causses provided the 
perfect raw material for the turners 
for making goblets, moulds for knobs 
and bowls. From the 19th century, 
the tap makers of Saint-Cirq Lapopie 
became famous throughout France 
for their taps for barrels, principally 
for casks carrying Cahors wine which 
were transported downstream along 
the Lot.

Further information …
Guided visits for groups all year round
Specialized guided visits for individuals
 in Spring and Summer

Porte de la Peyrolerie 
Originally at the entrance to the Rue de la Peyrolerie, here you will see the remains of a gate defended by a 
portcullis.

1

Maison de la Fourdonne - City Hall - Post Office
This is reached by a cobbled street paved with pebbles and accessed through an archway. 
The space within consists of an open-air theatre and garden. 
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Maison Daura, international residence for artists

This 13th century medieval house with trifoliate mullion windows and 
columns became the workshop of the painter Pierre Daura (1896-1976), 
a native of Minorca. He bought the house in 1929 and moved in the next 
year, and spent the rest of his life restoring it. It also features trifoliate 
mullion windows which open onto the Grande Rue. It was extended 
between the 15th carved by Pierre Daura under the wooden beam in a St 
Andrews cross. Today it is an international residence for artists run by 
the Conseil Régional Midi-Pyrénées.
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La Chapelle des Mariniers (The Sailors’ Chapel)
There are many chapels scattered along the Lot valley. This little 16th century chapel, now ruined, is dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, protector of sailors and boat people.
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Rue de la Pelissaria 
A house of the 15th-16th centuries with a half-timbered first storey. Lower down near the 
Pélissaria gateway, is a fine row of the 16th and 17th century shop fronts recalling the busy 
trade of tanners after whom this street was named.
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Porte de la Pelissaria (Pélissaria Gateway) 
The last gateway in the town, at the far end of the Rue de la Pélissaria, which runs into the Rue Droite, is sometimes known 
as the Porte de Rocamadour and is the best preserved. It is similar to the Porte de Peyrolerie, whose remains are still visible 
at the other side of the town, as you approach la Rue Droite.
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Saint-Cirq Lapopie church 
The church is dedicated to Saint Cyr (the origin of Saint-Cirq Lapopie) and Saint Julitte, 

his mother. He was the youngest martyr in Christendom (about 3 years old). Saint-
Amadour brought his remains back to France.
The gothic church was built from 1522 over the former Romanesque parish church. It has 
preserved the remains of the original acanthus leaf decoration as well as fragments of 13th 
century murals.
One of the side chapels is dedicated to Saint Catherine, patron saint of wood turners. 
Outside, to the left of the main door, at the foot of the fortified bell-tower, there is a stone 
measuring device which would have been used when selling corn in the market. Behind 
the church there are terrasses and viewpoints over the valley.
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Place du Carol 
Bordering on the garden and watchtower of the painter Henri Martin, this open area has a 
viewpoint over the Tour de Faure plain. It is the starting point of a path which leads down 
towards the canal bank and medieval mill of Aulanac, near the lock.
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L’ auberge des Mariniers 
André Breton’s house 
This house is the oldest in the village, 
and dates from the 13th century. This 
stronghold with its gothic windows 
is remarkable for the fact that it 
combines a house with a 12th century 
tower. This is typical of the houses 
lived in by knights.
It was formerly the home of André 
Breton who came here to spend 
every summer until the end of his life,  
28 September 1966.
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Access to 
towpath

Car parks 
(paying)

Public toilets

ATM (money 
machine)

The seigniorial fort
The fort of Saint-Cirq Lapopie is situated on top of the narrow outcrop overlooking the 
Lot Valley and the medieval village. Since the 13th century the fort was divided between 
three dominant families: the Lapopies, the Cardaillacs and the Gourdons. The site was 
abandoned in the 16th century, in favour of homes that were more convenient.

The château de Cardaillac 
Near the church are the ruins of a fortified dwelling which has its main 
structure leaning on a Romanesque dungeon with buttresses. Built 
inside the former courtyard of the fort between the beginning of the 
13th and the 14th century, it is attributed to the Cardaillac family. It was 
modernised in the 15th century, before being gradually abandoned 
following several attempts at destruction by Louis XI, Charles VIII and 
Henry of Navarre. The terraces of the castle offer a stunning view over 
the rooftops of the village.
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The rock of La Popie
At the far end of the cliff, la popie (from the occitane ‘popa’, a promontory in the and 
revised in the 12th century. The foundations of the main tower and the seigneur’s quarters 
which overlook the fort are all that remain, together with the remains of a fortified gate of 
the walled city. From the topof the rock and the belvedere there is a panoramic view over 
the Lot valley.

4

2 Medieval homes of the bourgeoisie
Facing the square you will see half-timbered houses with arcades dating back to the 13th 
and 14th centuries. The current storeys with wooden beams are the result of modifications 
made at the end of the 15th century. The ground floor generally opened out onto the Place 
du Sombral, where the market was held in the 13th century, but also onto the main market 
street, Rue Droite or the Grande Rue. Opposite, on the other side of the street, there is a 
succession of five arcades and four doors in broken arches. This indicates that there was 
a row of single storey houses serving as shops, centuries along the same lines.

16th century Hôtel 
“Château de St-Cirq Lapopie” 
This fortified house, which used to 
belong to the fort.

8

Musée Rignault 

This former crenellated fortified house of 
the 15th century, is perched on the side of the 
cliff. It was built beneath the fort by Seigneur 
Hébrard of Saint-Sulpice who moved his home 
outside the seigneurial boundary. Today it 
houses the Department’s museum, which has 
temporary and permanent exhibitions from 
April to October. It was beautifully restored 
by the art lover Joseph Rignault, who was 
initially attracted by the village of Saint-Cirq 
Lapopie, and who then encouraged a number 
of other artists to come here.
Another attraction for visitors are the gardens 
which provide an unobstructed view over the 
Lot valley.
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Fond de plan : service patrimoine de Saint-Cirq 
Lapopie 2011, reproduit avec l’autorisation de la 
mairie de Saint-Cirq Lapopie
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